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The food and beverage industry plays a critical role in any country. This complex 

industry includes the production, processing, packaging, storage, transportation, 

retailing, and purchasing of food. The industry plays a fundamental role in 

providing sustenance to people across the globe while also contributing 

significantly to local, regional, and national economies. In the United States, for 

example, the food and beverage industry employs over 1.8 million people and is 

the third largest contributor to manufacturing gross domestic product (National 

Institute of Standards and Technology 2021). On the darker side, the food and 

beverage industry is a significant user of resources such as land, water, and 

energy (Sovacool et al. 2021), while it is estimated that food systems account for 

over one-third of global greenhouse gas emissions (United Nations 2021). The 

industry was also affected by the COVID-19 pandemic that highlighted the 

fragility of the industry’s supply chain (Felix et al. 2020), and created unique 

challenges for the hospitality (see for example, Neise et al. 2022), and food and 

beverage manufacturing sectors (Chowdhury et al. 2022). 

 

The purpose of this special session is to examine the food and beverage industry 

from a variety of perspectives. We welcome contributions from scholars working 

in various disciplines and socio-economic contexts. Possible topics that may be 

included as part of these special sessions include: 

 

• Changing Geographies and Systems of Production 

• International Trade 

• Transportation and Supply Chain Logistics 

• Culinary Tourism 

• Gender, Race, and Ethnicity 

• Public Policy and the Regulatory Environment 

• Environmental and Sustainability Issues 

• Innovation and Creativity 

• Consumer Preferences and Behavior 
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• Labor and Workforce Development 

• Economic Impacts 

• Impacts of Automation and AI 

• Impacts of COVID-19 

• Access, Affordability, and Equity 

 

Please note that the above list represents examples of topics that may be 

appropriate for this special session. Submissions on relevant topics not included in 

the above list are encouraged. 

Submission Instructions 

If you want to present your research in this special session, please submit an 

abstract through the conference portal. Information on how to do that can be 

found here. You will receive an abstract ID number (e.g., P54321) upon submitting 

your abstract. Please send your abstract ID number and a copy of your abstract 

(with name, email, and affiliation for all authors) to Neil Reid at 

neil.reid@utoledo.edu no later than June 30, 2023.  

If you have submitted an abstract to NARSC already and think your paper 

potentially fits in, please send your abstract ID and related paper information to 

Neil Reid at neil.reid@utoledo.edu. 

 

Special Issue of Applied Geography 

Participants in these special sessions will be invited to submit full manuscripts to a 

special issue of Applied Geography, which will focus on the food and beverage 

industry. Applied Geography (Impact Factor 4.732) is a journal devoted to the 

publication of research that utilizes geographic approaches (human, physical, 

nature-society, and GIScience) to resolve human problems that have a spatial 

dimension. 
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